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Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
Annual Regulatory Agenda
October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027


List of reported agendas:
Licensing Rules (several umbrella-unit numbers). 
10-144:			Division of Administrative Hearings
10-144:			Office of MaineCare Services, Division of Policy
10-144:		Office for Family Independence (formerly Office of Integrated Access and Support)
10-144 & 10-146:	Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
(includes 90-429- Board of Licensure of Water Treatment Plant Operators) 
		 
10-148:		Office of Child and Family Services (chapters not already listed under Licensing Rules)
14-118:		Office of Behavioral Health Services (formerly the Office of Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services)
10-149 & 14-197:	Office of Aging and Disability Services (formerly the Office of Elder Services and the Office of Adults with Cognitive and Physical Disability Services)



























________________________________________________________________________________

AGENCY UMBRELLA AND UNIT NUMBER: 10-144
AGENCY NAME: Division of Licensing and Certification
AGENCY RULEMAKING CONTACT INFORMATION: Jonathan Leach, Compliance Manager, #11 State House Station, 41 Anthony Ave., Augusta, ME 04333-0011 Telephone: (207) 287-5825

EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA

10-144 CMR Chapter 108 Home and Community Support Service Agencies Licensing Rule 

EXPECTED RULEMAKING ACTIVITY - October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027:

10-144

NEW RULES ANTICIPATED

10-144 CMR CHAPTER TBD: Urgent Care Facility Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: PL 2025 c. 129 
· PURPOSE: To implement a licensing protocol for certain urgent care facilities identified by statute. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers and consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER TBD: Medication Administration Certification Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS §§42, 7853, 1812-B, 8002, 8602 
· PURPOSE: To operationalize the certification process for mediation administration training and to establish oversight of trainers. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State agencies, providers, and consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 129: Personal Care Agency Licensing Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§42 and 1717; 22-A M.R.S. §205.
· PURPOSE: Revise the rule to clarify some provisions in response to provider queries.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Summer 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other state agencies, providers, and consumers of services provided by personal care agencies and placement agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 150: Free Care Guidelines
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§1716, 1717-A, and 42; 22-A M.R.S. §205.
· PURPOSE: Repeal this rule and replace with a revised Ch 112 that incorporates the guidelines for the charity care policies of hospitals determining whether individuals are unable to pay for hospital services, including minimum income guidelines.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers and consumers. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 114: Rules Governing the Reporting of Sentinel Events
· STATUTORY BASIS: PL 2025 c. 305, 22 M.R.S. Chapter 1684, 22 M.R.S.§42, and 22-A M.R.S.§205
· PURPOSE: To update terms and procedures for further clarity.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Hospitals and Medical Facilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 60: Maine Background Check Center Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: PL 2025 c. 243, 22 M.R.S. Chapter 1691
· PURPOSE: To adopt statutory changes regarding biometric data, procedures for relief, and scope of mandated users enacted by PL 2025 c. 243, and to update the matrix of disqualifying criminal convictions.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Summer 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Currently mandated users and hospitals.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 112: Regulations For the Licensing of Hospitals
· STATUTORY BASIS: Public Law 2007, Chapters 314 and 324; 22 M.R.S. Chapter 405; 22 M.R.S. §42; and 22-A MRS §205.
· PURPOSE: To address changes in response to statute regarding staffing policies and use of the Maine Background Check Center and update terms and procedures for further clarity. Remove duplicative requirements addressed in the federal Conditions of Participation (incorporated by reference.)
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Summer/Fall 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Hospitals and patients.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 108: Home and Community Support Service Agency Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: PL 2023 c. 89.
· PURPOSE: To implement a licensing protocol for currently licensed and unlicensed providers of residential services, day and community programs, employment services, case management services, and shared living services. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State agencies, providers, and consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

CERTIFICATE OF NEED RULE. Repeal and replace the following CON rules with one rule:
10-144 CMR CHAPTER 503: Maine Certificate of Need Procedures Manual for Health Care Facilities (other than Nursing Care Facilities) 
·   STATUTORY BASIS: Public Law 2026, Chapter 690; 22 M.R.S. Chapter 103-A, Maine Certificate of Need Act of 2002; Public Law 2011, Chapter 424; 22 M.R.S. §42, and 22-A M.R.S. §205.
·  PURPOSE: The three current CON rules will be repealed and replaced by a single CON rule that will include what is now in Section 71 (nursing facility CON provisions) and a number of mandated statutory changes.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2027
·  AFFECTED PARTIES: Other state agencies, providers, and consumers.
·  CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned
	&
10-149 CMR CHAPTER  5, Section 71: Certificate of Need for Nursing Facility Level of Care Projects
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. Chapter 103-A, Maine Certificate of Need Act of 2002; Public Law 2011, Chapter 424; 22 M.R.S. §42, and 22-A M.R.S. §205.
· PURPOSE: This rule will be repealed and Chapter 503 (above) will include nursing facility CON provisions. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other state agencies, providers, and consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned
&
10-144 CMR CHAPTER 501: Maine Certificate of Need Act Limitations
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 342
· PURPOSE: This rule will be repealed. These rules limit the CON applications the State will accept.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers subject to the certificate of need process.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 110: Rules Governing the Licensing and Functioning of Skilled Nursing Facilities and Nursing Facilities
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS Chapter 405
· PURPOSE: To update terms and procedures for further clarity. Remove duplicative requirements addressed in the federal Conditions of Participation (incorporated by reference.)
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2027/Spring 2028
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Nursing facilities, consumers, family members.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR Ch 128: Certified Nursing Assistant and Direct Care Worker Registry Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: PL 2025 c. 305, 22 M.R.S. §§ 42, 1812-G, and 1812-J; 22-A M.R.S. §205.
· PURPOSE: To implement statutory changes regarding rules related to the operation of the Certified Nursing Assistants and Direct Care Workers Registry enacted by PL 2025 c. 305.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2027/Spring 2028
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Healthcare facilities, long-term care facilities, personal care agencies and placement agencies, temporary nurse agencies, and direct care workers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 118: Regulations Governing The Licensing And Functioning Of Intermediate Care Facilities For Persons With Intellectual Disabilities
· STATUTORY BASIS: PL 2025 c. 237, 22 M.R.S.  §42(1) 
· PURPOSE: To effect changes mandated by PL 2025 c. 237, and to update terms and procedures for further clarity. Remove duplicative requirements addressed in the federal Conditions of Participation (incorporated by reference.)
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2027/Spring 2028
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Intermediate Care Facilities for Persons with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 119: Regulations Governing the Licensing and Functioning of Home Health Care Services in the State of Maine
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. Chapter 419; 22 M.R.S. §42; 22-A M.R.S.§205.
· PURPOSE: Amend rules to comply with federal and state statutory changes to allow home health agencies meeting the Federal Conditions of Participation for Home Health Agencies.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2027/Spring 2028
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other state agencies, providers, and consumers of Home Health Care services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 123: Behavioral Health Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: 5 M.R.S. Chapter 521; 22 M.R.S. Chapter 1669; 22 M.R.S. §42; 22-A M.R.S. §205; and 34-B M.R.S. Chapter 3.
· PURPOSE: Repeal and replace the rule to clarify certain provisions and improve the accessibility of the rule to providers. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Spring 2028
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State agencies, providers and consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 111: Temporary Nurse Agency Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: PL 2025 c. 346
· PURPOSE: Revise the rule to incorporate potential statutory changes. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2028/Spring 2029
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Temporary Nursing Agencies, other State agencies, and consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 256: Rules Governing Maine Medical Laboratories and Health Screening Permits
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS §2012
· PURPOSE: To align rules with current statute.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Spring 2029  
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Nonexempt medical laboratories.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

14-118 CMR CHAPTER 6: Regulations for Employee Assistance Programs for Employers Operating in the State of Maine
· STATUTORY BASIS: 26 MRS § 683 (1)(B)
· PURPOSE: This rule falls under the purview of the Office of Behavioral Health. Repeal this rule contingent upon statutory revision of 26 MRS § 683 (1)(B) to remove DHHS certification of Employee Assistance Providers, as redundant of Department of Labor processes regarding Employee Assistance Programs and Plans and DLC licensing of Behavioral Health Organizations. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Pending OBH repeal
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Employee Assistance Programs and employers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated

NO RULEMAKING PLANNED

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 117: Regulations Governing the Licensing and Functioning of Adult Day Services Programs
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 42(1)
· PURPOSE: Establishes the minimum requirements for the licensing and functioning of Adult Day Services Programs and requirements that the provider must meet regarding application and licensing standards.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Adult Day Services providers and consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 120: Regulations Concerning the Licensing and Functioning of Hospice Programs
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. Chapter 1681; 22 M.R.S. §42; 22-A M.R.S. §205.
· PURPOSE: To ensure that hospice programs meet the needs of patients.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other state agencies, providers, and consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not yet determined.

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 125: Regulations Governing the Licensing of Ambulatory Surgical Facilities
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. Chapter §1812-E
· PURPOSE: Establishes standards for ambulatory surgical facilities that provide elective surgical care to a patient who is admitted to and discharged from the facility within the same day.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Ambulatory surgical facility providers, other State agencies and consumers of ambulatory care services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 126: Regulations Governing the Licensing and Functioning of End Stage Renal Disease Units/Facilities
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. c 412 §§2041-2042
· PURPOSE: Establishes standards for the licensing of end-stage renal disease facilities.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated
· AFFECTED PARTIES: End-stage renal disease service providers, consumers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 113: Epinephrine Auto-Injector Training and Certification Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. Chapter 423
· PURPOSE: Certifying the training of healthcare practitioners who are licensed in the State of Maine to conduct anaphylaxis training. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Physicians (MD and DO), advanced registered nurse practitioners, physician assistants, registered nurses, and emergency medical technicians or paramedics.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned

10-144 CMR CHAPTER 113: Assisted Housing Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: LD 979, 22 M.R.S., Chapters 1663 and 1664; 22 M.R.S. §42; 22-A M.R.S. §205.
· PURPOSE: To merge the current 10 sections of Assisted Housing rules into one rule to facilitate the licensing process for providers.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other state agencies, providers, and consumers of services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned
__________________________________________________________________________

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 10-144
AGENCY NAME: Division of Administrative Hearings
AGENCY RULEMAKING CONTACT INFORMATION: Tamra Longanecker, Chief Administrative Hearing Officer, #11 State House Station Augusta, ME 04333-0011 Telephone: (207) 624-5350

EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA

None

EXPECTED RULEMAKING ACTIVITY - October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027:

10-144 CHAPTER 1. Administrative Hearing Regulations
· STATUTORY BASIS: 5 M.R.S. §§ 8051-10004, 22 M.R.S. § 42, and 22-A M.R.S. § 207.
· PURPOSE: The rules describe the procedure for conducting administrative hearings.  
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: DHHS representatives and parties who request administrative hearings.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated
__________________________________________________________________________

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 10-144 
AGENCY NAME: Office of MaineCare Services, Division of Policy 
AGENCY RULEMAKING CONTACT INFORMATION: Kristin Merrill, Acting Associate Director of Policy, Office of MaineCare Services, #11 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0011. Tel. (207)624-4006 
 
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA:

· MaineCare Benefits Manual Chapter I, Section 7, Children's Behavioral Health Services Global Rule
· MaineCare Benefits Manual Chapter II, Section 13, Targeted Case Management Services
·  MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 28, Adaptive Behavior Services for Children
·  MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 65, Behavioral Health Services
·  MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 66, Crisis Services
·  MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 92, Behavioral Health Home Services
·  MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 97, Private Non-Medical Institution Services

CONSENSUS BASED RULEMAKING: None 
 
EXPECTED RULEMAKING ACTIVITY - October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027:

CHAPTER 101: MaineCare Benefits Manual: Chapters I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, X and relevant Principles of Reimbursement 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. §§ 42, 3173; P.L. 99 Chapter 777  
· PURPOSE: These rules describe requirements for the provision and reimbursement of services under the MaineCare (formerly, Maine Medicaid and State Child Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), also known as Cub Care) program. It also describes certain administrative functions necessary for the operation of the MaineCare Program. They will be amended to comply with federal changes, to update policy and to implement new services and regulations, as necessary. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: It is not possible to predict when all the changes will be made to these regulations because of the nature of this work. Federal regulation changes, state legislation, and state-initiated changes because of identified problems and budget considerations require the timely amendment or adoption of new rules over the course of the year. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: MaineCare members, MaineCare providers, and Managed Care Organizations 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.
 
CHAPTER 104: Maine State Services Manual 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 257 
· PURPOSE: These rules describe requirements for the provision and reimbursement of services under the state funded services including Drugs for the Elderly (DEL) Benefit and Maine Rx+ Benefit.  It also describes certain administrative functions necessary for the operation of these Benefits. They will be amended to comply with federal changes, to update policy and to implement new services and regulations, as necessary. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: It is not possible to predict when all the changes will be made to these regulations because of the nature of this work. Federal regulation changes, state legislation, and state-initiated changes because of identified problems require the timely amendment or adoption of new rules over the course of the year.  
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Participants and providers in DEL and other state funded benefits. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.
 
CHAPTER 107:  Medical Eye Care Program 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 3521 
· PURPOSE: These rules govern the operation of Maine's State-funded Eye Care Program. They will be amended to reflect administrative changes found necessary through monitoring of this program. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: It is not possible to predict when changes will be made to the above regulations because of the nature of this policy.  State-initiated changes because of identified problems will require timely amendment to the rules. It is anticipated that this chapter will be incorporated into Chapter 104. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children and adults not eligible for Medicaid for whom the State would reimburse for certain eye care services as well as the providers of these services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.
 
CHAPTER 275: Reporting Requirements for Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Labelers 
· STATUTORY BASIS:  22 MRSA § 2698-A, 22 MRSA § 2700-A 
· PURPOSE: These rules define statutory obligations of manufacturers and labelers of prescription drugs and biological products to publicly register and report results of clinical trials and report gifts to prescribers and marketing costs in Maine.    
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: It is not possible to predict when additional changes will be made to the above regulations because of the nature of this policy. State-initiated changes because of identified problems will require timely amendment to the rules.  Two changes for the upcoming year include new requirements for prescriber confidentiality and academic detailing. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Residents of Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

___________________________________________________________________________

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 10-144 
AGENCY NAME: Office for Family Independence (OFI): Eligibility, Employment and Training and Support Enforcement and Recovery
AGENCY RULEMAKING CONTACT INFORMATION: Ian Yaffe, Director, Office for Family Independence, #11 State House Station, 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011. Telephone: (207) 592-1481. E-mail: ian.yaffe@maine.gov 

SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AND RECOVERY CONTACT PERSON: Jerry Joy, Director, Division of Support Enforcement and Recovery, #11 State House Station, 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011. Telephone: (207) 624-6985. E-mail: Jerry.Joy@Maine.gov 

EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Rules; Sections 111-5 and 111-7; ABAWD Update
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Rules; Sections 555-4 and 555-5; Income and Deductions Update

[bookmark: _Hlk201750555]EXPECTED RULEMAKING ACTIVITY - October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027:

ELIGIBILITY:

CHAPTER 301: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 3104
· PURPOSE: These rules establish requirements for eligibility for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. The rules will be amended to reflect policy and law changes as well as to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals who receive or apply for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 302: SUN Bucks – Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) Program Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 42(1).
· PURPOSE: These rules establish requirements for eligibility for the SUN Bucks – Summer EBT Program. The rules will be amended to reflect policy and law changes as well as to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals who receive or apply for SUN Bucks – Summer EBT benefits.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 303: SupportLink Program Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1) and 3110(5)
· PURPOSE: The SupportLink rule establishes regulations and standards for an optional referral process between the Department and other agencies known as an “Information Exchange.” This rule provides applicant and recipient information to help establish potential eligibility for other programs. The Information Exchange will provide timely transfer of income records and program enrollment information to other state agencies, quasi-state agencies or other entities approved by the Department for purposes of the administration and application for the low-income home energy assistance program; low-income assistance programs, local, state or federal subsidized housing program, and an energy efficiency program administered by an entity approved by the Department or any other entity or program, that in the judgement of the Department, provides services or resources that substantially promote the health and well-being of the recipients of its services.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals who apply for or receive benefits from OFI administered programs.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

Chapter 311: Work Incentive (WIN) Program Manual
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S § 42(1); Title IV-A, Social Security Act, 45 C.F.R. Parts 220, 223, and 234
· PURPOSE: The Department repealed 10-144 C.M.R. CHAPTER 311; Work Incentive (WIN) Program Manual on July 5, 2026. This rule was replaced by the Job Opportunities and Basic Skills Training Program (JOBS) created by the Family Support Act of 1988. In addition, the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act established the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) which replaced the Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) in 1996. The WIN Program was obsolete and has been repealed.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Repealed July 5, 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: None anticipated.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 323: Maine General Assistance Manual
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. §§ 4300-4323
· PURPOSE: These rules establish overall requirements for eligibility for the General Assistance program. Rules are further delineated by municipal ordinances. These rules will be amended to reflect policy and law changes as well as to clarify rules already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals who apply for or receive General Assistance benefits.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

Chapter 325: 1987 Flood Recovery Policy
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 42(1); P.L. 1987, CHAPTER 816, Part A, § I
· PURPOSE: The Department repealed 10-144 C.M.R. CHAPTER 325; 1987 Flood Recovery Policy on July 5, 2026. The 1987 Flood Recovery program was established by the Maine State Legislature’s 113th Session to assist individuals impacted by the April 1987 flood. The 10-144 C.M.R. CHAPTER 325 rule was outdated, considered obsolete and has been repealed.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Repealed July 5, 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: None anticipated. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 331: Maine Public Assistance Manual (TANF – Temporary Assistance for Needy Families)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. §§ 3761-3789
· PURPOSE: These rules establish overall requirements for eligibility for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and other cash assistance programs. The rules will be amended to reflect policy, law changes, and federal program instructions as well as to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Families who apply for or receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and other cash assistance.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 332: MaineCare Eligibility Manual
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 3173
· PURPOSE: These rules establish requirements for eligibility for Maine's MaineCare and State Supplement to Supplemental Security Income programs. The rules will be amended to reflect changes in law, including health care reform, and to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals and families applying for or receiving MaineCare or State Supplement benefits.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 333: Low-Cost Drugs for the Elderly and Disabled (DEL) - Eligibility
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 254-D
· PURPOSE: These rules establish requirements for eligibility for Low-Cost Drugs for the Elderly and Disabled (DEL) program. The rules will be amended to reflect changes in law and to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals and families applying for or receiving DEL benefits.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 334: Maine Rx Plus - Eligibility
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 2681
· PURPOSE: These rules establish requirements for eligibility for Maine Rx Plus Program.  The rules will be amended to reflect changes in law and to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals and families applying for or receiving Maine Rx Plus benefits.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 335: Health Insurance Purchase Option
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A §§ 3173 and 3174
· PURPOSE: These rules establish eligibility requirements for 18 months of extended health coverage to children under the age of 19 who are no longer eligible due to changes in income. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children under the age of 19 no longer eligible for MaineCare due to changes in income. CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.
 
CHAPTER 336: Transfer of Property Penalty for State-Funded Assistance in Residential Care
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. §3174-A
· PURPOSE: These rules establish a penalty (waiting period) for State-Funded Assistance in certain residential care settings for those who transfer their assets for less than Fair Market Value with the “look back period.” The residential care settings are Residential Care Facility, Cost-Reimbursed Boarding Home, and Adult Family Care Home as defined in Chapter 332, Part 12. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals applying for MaineCare residential care assistance. CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING:

CHAPTER 330: Higher Opportunity for Pathways to Employment (HOPE) Program Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 3790
· PURPOSE: These rules establish overall requirements for eligibility for the Higher Opportunity for Pathways to Employment program. The rules will be amended to reflect policy, law changes, and federal program instructions as well as to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Families who apply for or receive Higher Opportunity for Pathways to Employment. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 607: ASPIRE-TANF Program Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 3781-A
· PURPOSE: These rules establish requirements for participants in the ASPIRE program who are receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families benefits. They will be amended to reflect changes in law and policy and to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals participating in the ASPIRE/TANF program.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 609: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Employment and Training (SNAP E&T) Program Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 3104
· PURPOSE: These rules establish requirements for participants in the SNAP E&T Program who are receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits. The rules will be amended to reflect changes in law and policy and to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals participating in the SNAP E&T Program who are receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

Chapter 610: Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1) and 3731-A
· PURPOSE: The Department adopted the repeal of 10-144 C.M.R. CHAPTER 610; Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules on July 5, 2026. This rule has been replaced by 10-144 C.M.R. CHAPTER 6, Child Care Affordability Program Rules administered by the DHHS, Office of Child and Family Services. 10-144 C.M.R. CHAPTER 610; Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules was an obsolete rule and has been repealed.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Repealed July 5, 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: None anticipated.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AND RECOVERY:

CHAPTER 351: Maine Child Support Enforcement Manual
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 19-A, Chapters 63 and 65
· PURPOSE: These rules establish requirements and procedures for enforcement and recovery of child support ordered administratively or by the court. The rules will be amended to reflect changes in law, and to clarify requirements already in effect.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Year round
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals and families for whom the Division of Support Enforcement and Recovery collects child and spousal support.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

____________________________________________________________________________

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 10-144 and 10-146
AGENCY NAME: MAINE CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION 
AGENCY RULEMAKING CONTACT INFORMATION: Tera Pare, JD, Manager, Policy and Compliance, Maine CDC, #11 State House Station- 286 Water Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011; (207) 287-5680; tera.pare@maine.gov


EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None

EXPECTED RULEMAKING ACTIVITY - October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027:

CHAPTER 201: HEALTH INSPECTION PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 2496
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to amend its existing rule to add and clarify definitions, based on recent legislation, to clarify language relating to variance compliance, pest infestation, conducting licensed operation from a private residence, certified food protection managers, risk categories and inspection frequencies. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: By September 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Any entities subject to licensure under 22 M.R.S. Chapter 562 (i.e. eating establishments, lodging places, sporting camps, recreational camps, youth camps, campgrounds, public pools and spas in the State of Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned. 

CHAPTER 209: RULES RELATING TO BODY PIERCING
· STATUTORY BASIS: 32 M.R.S. § 4326
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal this chapter entirely and move relevant body piercing licensing rule language to Chapter 210, which will simultaneously be repealed and replaced with a more comprehensive body artist licensing rule.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: By July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Body piercers and the public who receive body piercings.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 210: RULES RELATING TO TATTOOING
· STATUTORY BASIS: 32 M.R.S. § 4251 
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal this rule in its entirety and replace it with a more comprehensive body artist licensing rule that encompasses Maine health and safety requirements for tattoo artists, body piercers (Chapter 209 – 32 M.R.S. § 4326), micropigmentation practitioners (Chapter 211 - 32 M.R.S. § 4313), and electrologists (Chapter 212 – 32 M.R.S. § 1242).  
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Tattoo artists and the public who receive tattoos.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 211: RULES RELATING TO MICROPIGMENTATION PRACTITIONERS
· STATUTORY BASIS: 32 M.R.S. § 4313
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal this chapter entirely and move relevant micropigmentation licensing rule language to Chapter 210, which will simultaneously be repealed and replaced with a more comprehensive body artist licensing rule. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Micropigmentation practitioners and the public who receive micropigmentation.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 212: RULES FOR THE PRACTICE OF ELECTROLOGY
· STATUTORY BASIS: 32 M.R.S. § 1242
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal this chapter entirely and move relevant electrology licensing rule language to Chapter 210, which will simultaneously be repealed and replaced with a more comprehensive body artist licensing rule.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Electrologists and the public who receive electrology.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 220: RULES RELATING TO RADIATION PROTECTION
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 674
· PURPOSE:  The purpose of this rulemaking is to amend the rule in response to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s updates, increase fees following a statutory change, to meet financial needs for the program which is suffering a loss currently.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: June 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: All persons who receive, possess, use, transfer, own or acquire any source of radiation in Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

PART A, GENERAL PROVISIONS
AFFECTED PARTIES: All users of ionizing radiation.

PART C, LICENSING OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL
AFFECTED PARTIES: All users of radioactive material.

PART E, RADIATION SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR INDUSTRIAL RADIOGRAPHIC OPERATIONS.
AFFECTED PARTIES: All industrial radiography licensees

PART G, USE OF RADIONUCLIDES IN THE HEALING ARTS
AFFECTED PARTIES: All medical users of radioactive material.

PART L, TRANSPORTATION OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL
AFFECTED PARTIES: All shippers of radioactive materials.

PART S, PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF CATEGORY 1 AND CATEGORY 2 QUANTITIES OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL
AFFECTED PARTIES: All users of radioactive materials

CHAPTER 224: AIR AND WATER RADON SERVICE PROVIDER REGISTRATION RULES
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 781 and 785;
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to amend the current rule to encompass recent changes to Maine’s Radon Registration Act (22 M.R.S. Chapter 165) to incorporate the Maine Gold Standard for Radon Testing and Mitigation Initiative, authorized by 22 M.R.S. § 785(4). The Department plans to amend the title to reflect the wider scope that more accurately reflects the affected parties beyond radon service providers who also capture landlords, homeowners, and homebuilders subject to 22 M.R.S. § 785 (Maine Gold Standard for Radon Testing and Mitigation Initiative).”
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: May 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Radon Service Providers and the general public that contract such services; homeowners; landlords; and home builders in Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 227: RULES RELATING TO LICENSING AND INSPECTION OF CREMATORIA
· STATUTORY BASIS: 32 M.R.S. §1405
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to amend the existing rule to expand the scope of the rule to include licensing and inspection of natural and organic reduction for human disposition facilities, in response to LD 537, PL Chapter 676.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTON: December 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Owners/operators of crematoria in Maine; individuals/businesses/entities interested in operating a natural organic reduction facility in Maine; individuals interested in these services for themselves or others in Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 232: WELL DRILLERS AND PUMP INSTALLERS RULES
· STATUTORY BASIS: 32 M.R.S. § 4700-H
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Commission to increase well driller and pump installer examination and license fees, due to serious budgetary deficits.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: September 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Well drillers and pump installers registered in Maine; public water systems with groundwater sources.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 241: MAINE SUBSURFACE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL RULES
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(3), 42(3-A), 42(3-B); 30-A M.R.S. §§ 4211(5), 4215(4), 4211 & 4452; 22-A M.R.S. § 205(2).
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to add provisions related to PortiPotties, in response to Public Law 2023, CHAPTER 614 (LD 2201) and conductive soils (SP 634) as well as clarify language in other areas.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: April 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Any person, establishment, and/or institution using an on-site subsurface wastewater disposal system for sanitary wastewater.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 243: MINIMUM LOT SIZE LAW VARIANCE RULES
· STATUTORY BASIS: 12 M.R.S. § 4807
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to update its existing rule to codify acreage and setback requirements that currently reside in Department policy. In addition, the Department plans to add Advanced Treatment Unit effluent testing standards.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: September 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Any individual with property rights in Maine wishing to develop a lot meeting the exemption requirements of 12 M.R.S. § 4807.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 255: CANCER INCIDENCE REGISTRY REGULATIONS
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 1402; 210
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal and replace this rule to expand definition terms, require reporting on Department forms and by electronic methods; adds hospital quarterly reporting requirements; clarify details around members on the Maine Cancer Registry Data Advisory Committee; add description on the process for how the Department shares cancer registry data with individuals and entities for research purposes and other purposes, for identifiable and non-identifiable data, as well as details for appealing requests for data from the Registry.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: September 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Reporting sources (hospital registrars and others) and Registry Staff of hospitals, hospices, health care providers and facilities, medical laboratories and other related facilities and associated administrative personnel.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 266: CERTIFICATION STANDARDS FOR PERSONS CONDUCTING CHEMICAL ANALYSIS FOR DETECTION/IDENTIFICATION OF DRUGS
· STATUTORY BASIS: 17-A M.R.S. § 1112 (1) and 22 M.R.S. § 42 (1)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to amend the existing rule to clarify additional language around the Department’s process for decertification of a chemist when the chemist fails a competency test.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: March 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Chemists analyzing scheduled drugs or substances from a law enforcement officer or agency to accurately determine the composition of the substance; suspects in cases of alleged possession of drugs and/or Maine citizens, especially those involved either as suspects or victims in OUI situations.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 267: CERTIFICATION STANDARDS FOR PERSONS CONDUCTING CHEMICAL ANALYSES OF BLOOD AND BREATH FOR THE PURPOSES OF DETERMINING THE BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL
· STATUTORY BASIS: 29-A M.R.S. § 2524(6) and 22 M.R.S. § 42(1)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal the rule entirely, due to the Department no longer offering breath alcohol testing at HETL. Breath alcohol testing is now managed by law enforcement agencies that operate the testing via breath alcohol testing instruments. The blood alcohol testing certification standards transitioned to Chapter 270 (Sample Collection and Drug Collection Rule for Suspected O.U.I. Cases).
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION OF REPEAL: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Law enforcement; criminal prosecutors; any member of the general public on or near Maine’s roadways and either drive under the influence or are victims or potential victims of the consequences of accidents resulting from drivers operating under the influence.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 270: SAMPLE COLLECTION AND DRUG TESTING RULE FOR SUSPECTED OPERATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE CASES
· STATUTORY BASIS: 29-A M.R.S. §§1951, 2527
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to allow the Department to remove outdated information, update definitions, remove duplicated language, change certification periods from every six months to annually; allow electronic/virtual records; and provide further clarity around how the Department will decertify chemists who fail to meet required standards.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: June 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Law enforcement agencies and laboratories involved in testing of persons suspected of operating under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

[bookmark: _Hlk74142950]CHAPTER 279: RULES RELATING TO THE NEWBORN HEARING PROGRAM
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 1686
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal this rule and replace it with one comprehensive rule that includes newborn hearing, birth defects, spinal screening, CMV, critical congenital heart disease screening, and newborn bloodspot screening requirements for more convenient access.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Hospitals, health care providers and citizens of Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 280:  RULES RELATING TO THE MAINE BIRTH DEFECTS PROGRAM
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 8944
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal this rule and replace it with one comprehensive rule that includes newborn hearing, birth defects, spinal screening, CMV, critical congenital heart disease screening, and newborn bloodspot screening requirements for more convenient access.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers of health care licensed under Title 22 (Hospitals) and Title 32 (Health Professionals).
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 281: REGULATIONS FOR SPINAL SCREENING
· STATUTORY BASIS: 20-A M.R.S. § 6452
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to repeal this routine technical rule, due to the authorizing statute (20-A ME.S. § 6452) being repealed. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: School personnel (including school nurses or qualified physical education teachers), students and their families.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 283: NEWBORN BLOODSPOT SCREENING RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 1533(2)(G)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal this rule and replace it with one comprehensive rule that includes newborn hearing, birth defects, spinal screening, CMV, critical congenital heart disease screening, and newborn bloodspot screening requirements for more convenient access.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Hospitals, health care providers and citizens of Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 286: WIC PROGRAM RULES
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§42 and 3107
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to repeal and replace its routine technical rule to more clearly describe the qualifications, standards, and requirements for WIC Participants, Local Agencies and WIC-authorized Vendors. The Department’s proposed changes include but are not limited to updating references to USDA Food and Nutrition Service policies, as well as e-WIC protocols.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: May 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: WIC Participants, local agencies and WIC-authorized vendors.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 292: RULES RELATING TO THE LEAD POISONING CONTROL ACT
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 1323
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to amend its existing routine technical rule to clarify property owner requirements associated when the Department identifies environmental lead hazards or there are elevated blood lead levels in a child. These; amendments propose to clarify requirements for property owners to relocate tenants to substitute dwellings who are living in rental units during an abatement order.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Landlords (property owners), tenants.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 293: LEAD POISONING PREVENTION FUND FEE RULES
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 1322-F
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to amend its existing rule to reflect the recent statutory change to 22 M.R.S. § 1322-F (1), which increased the Lead Poisoning Prevention Fee imposed at the manufacturer or wholesaler level, to support the Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund under 22 M.R.S. § 1322-E. This Fee increased from 25 cents to 75 cents per gallon of paint estimated to have been sold in the State of Maine, as of July 1, 2026.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: August 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Manufacturers, wholesalers, and customers of paint sold in the State of Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 294: RULES GOVERNING QUALIFICATIONS OF LOCAL HEALTH OFFICERS
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 451(2)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to adopt a major substantive rule to establish qualifications for local health officers.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: June 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, local health officers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 297: DENTAL CARE ACCESS CREDIT PROGRAM RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 36 M.R.S. §§ 5219-DD (5) and 5219-CCC (5)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to update its existing rule to incorporate the latest statutory language from PL 2025, CHAPTER 713 which established the new State of Maine Dental Care Access Credit, starting in 2027, which will establish different criteria, standards and amounts from previous tax credits for dentists provided in 36 M.R.S. § 5219-DD.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: January 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Dentists licensed in Maine on or after January 1, 2027.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 709: CRITICAL CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE SCREENING
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §1532; 22 M.R.S. §42
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to repeal this rule and replace it with one comprehensive rule that includes newborn hearing, birth defects, spinal screening, CMV, critical congenital heart disease screening, and newborn bloodspot screening requirements for more convenient access.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Hospitals, healthcare providers, and parents of newborns.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 720: RULES GOVERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EXPEDITED   PARTNER THERAPY 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 1242(5)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to partially amend its existing routine technical rule to more directly reflect the directives of the statute.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: March 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals, organizations providing screening and treatment of individuals with sexually transmitted infections.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-146 CMR MAINE CDC-DATA, RESEARCH AND VITAL STATISTICS

CHAPTER 2: AMENDMENT OF VITAL RECORDS
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§2705, 2761, 2765-67-A, 2768(5), 2769(5)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to clarify requirements for amending various vital records since adoption of this rule, to more appropriately govern the responsibilities for correcting or completing data on vital records.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: January 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipal clerks and the general public.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 6: MARRIAGE LICENSE AND REGISTRATION
· STATUTORY BASIS: 19-A M.R.S. Chapter 23 and 22 M.R.S. § 42
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to clarify and update requirements for provisions in 19-A M.R.S. Chapter 23, including but not limited to marriage certificates, marriage licenses, recording of intentions, filing of cautions, record of marriages, qualifications for who may officiate marriage ceremonies, as well as the methods marriages may be solemnized, due to the many changes since the last time that the rule was adopted by the Department.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: April 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipal clerks in Maine; any qualified individuals wishing to become married in Maine; any individuals wishing to officiate a marriage ceremony in Maine; any individuals who married in Maine and need to file delayed registration.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 10: BIRTH REGISTRATION
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 2706 (8), 2761, 2761-B (6), 2763
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to partially amend this existing rule to update the rules governing the registration of live births in Maine, due to statutory changes to § 2761 in 2009, 2015, and 2021, since the rule’s last update in 1996.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: July 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Hospitals, physicians, municipal clerks.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 11: VITAL STATISTICS ADMINISTRATION
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 2701(2)(B)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to amend its current rule, based on updates in operations and laws regarding the registration, collection, preservation, amendment, and certification of vital records; the collection of other reports required; and activities including the tabulation, analysis, publication, and dissemination of vital statistics.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: March 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: DHHS, municipal clerks, and the general public requesting or filing vital records in Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 15: DEATH WITH DIGNITY REPORTING RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 2140 (17)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to allow the Department to amend the existing rule to reflect Public Law 2025, Chapter 375 (An Act to Amend the Maine Death with Dignity Act to Ensure Access by Qualified Patients. These changes will update with reference to 22 M.R.S. § 2140 (13), which was repealed in the PL and instead update it to § 2140 (14), which was repealed and amended to shorten the qualifying patient’s waiting periods in the rule that are now outdated, due to these statutory changes. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: November 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers who prescribe lethal doses of medication; consulting physicians; and qualified patients.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 16: GENDER MARKER ON BIRTH RECORD RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 2761
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to update the existing rule with clarifying procedural language since the rule was first adopted.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: December 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Maine citizens interested in receiving a new birth record that reflects their gender identity and 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

90-429 BOARD OF LICENSURE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT OPERATORS

CHAPTER 1: RULES RELATING TO LICENSURE OF WATER TREATMENT AND DISTRIBUTION OPERATORS OF PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 2628
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to amend the existing rule to update water operator license classes, set license fees and clarify the water operator complaint process.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: October 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Any public water systems in Maine required by State or federal law to hire licensed water treatment or distribution operators and all water treatment and water distribution operators operating or applying for licensure in the State of Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

SECTION 3
NEW RULES ANTICIPATED-MAINE CDC
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CHAPTER 210: BODY ARTIST RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 32 M.R.S. §§ 4251, 4313, 4326, and 1242
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this new rule is for the Department to provide a comprehensive rule governing health and safety standards for all individuals subject to licensure by the Department who apply tattoos, perform body piercing, practice electrology or micropigmentation to another individual in the State of Maine.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: February 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Body artist practitioners and the public who receive tattoos, body piercings, electrology, and micropigmentation services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated

CHAPTER XXX: SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL CAMP RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 2492
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to create a new rule to clarify health and safety standards to clarify the licensing requirements for this class of licensure, particularly based on LD 1737 and the Department’s experience regulating and licensing sporting and recreational camps.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: September 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Lodging places licensed by the Department’s Health Inspection Program in the State of Maine; Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife administration of the moose lottery; businesses and entities licensed and applying to be licensed as sporting and recreational camps in Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 701: AGING AND DISABILITY MORTALITY AND SERIOUS INJURY REVIEW PANEL RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 264
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to implement its directive to make rules in accordance with the new statute establishing the Maine’s Aging and Disability Mortality and Serious Injury Review Panel, Panel member and Coordinator roles, for reviewing all deaths of and serious injuries to adults receiving services. Adults receiving services are defined as adults receiving Home and Community-Based Services waiver services administered through the Department and adults subject to public guardianship under Title 18-C, M.R.S., Article 5. The Panel’s mission is to identify quality-of-care concerns and recommend actions to reduce the rate of serious injuries and mortality among adults receiving services and improve identified systemic issues, to better protect adults receiving services.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: August 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Adults in Maine receiving home-based and community-based services under 42 CFR, Part 441; adults in Maine subject to public guardianship under Title 18-C, Article 5; families of adults named in the previous categories; facilities (hospitals, hospice, residential care facilities), providers, and Department Offices (Office of Adults with Disabilities Services; Division of Licensing and Certification) that make up the system subject to review by this law at 22 M.R.S. § 264.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 277: MAINE CHILDREN’S CANCER RESEARCH FUND RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 1409 (3)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is for the Department to establish a new routine technical rule that sets the eligibility and application requirements for administering funds collected from Maine income tax contributions and other sources deposited into Maine Children's Cancer Research Fund, the non-lapsing fund established to support children's cancer research provided by research facilities in Maine that operate children's cancer programs.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: September 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Maine children with cancer and their families; research facilities in Maine that operate children’s cancer programs.  
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER 285: BREAST CANCER SUPPORT SERVICES SPECIAL PROGRAM FUND RULE
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 1407(5); 5 M.R.S. §§ 1825-C; 1825-D; 1825-J; 8062 
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rulemaking is to establish a new rule to clarify the process for how the Department administers funding from the Breast Cancer Services Special Program Fund.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: August 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Eligible recipients of the funds, including the Department’s Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention; a Statewide nonprofit organization established for the purpose of providing services to underserved people with breast health and breast cancer needs; and an independent state-based foundation for the purpose of providing funding for cancer research, education and patient support programs. Individuals electing to donate funds to purchase the breast-cancer support services registration plate, in accordance with 29-A M.R.S. § 456-E.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER XXX: UNIFORM TESTING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LANDLORDS OF PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES WITH GROUNDWATER SOURCES 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 2601 (5-1); 2660-T; 2660-Y; P.L. 2025, ch. 746, § 5 
· PURPOSE: This rule will require landlords to test their wells for PFAS and other contaminants, to disclose information to tenants, both new and existing, and to repeat the testing every five years, to have the most up-to-date information. The rule will require landlords looking to sell their homes to disclose whether their wells were tested for the presence of PFAS and ensure that tenants and future homeowners know what is in their drinking water and protect them from unknowingly exposing themselves and their families to dangerous chemicals.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: December 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Landlords of residential buildings in Maine serving its tenants with private drinking water wells and those tenants.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

CHAPTER XXX: COMMUNITY-BASED VIOLENCE INTERVENTION GRANT PROGRAM 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 1427
· PURPOSE: This rule implements part FFFF of PL 2023, c. 643, establishing parameters necessary for administering the grant program, including grant application procedures, criteria for determining the amount and duration of the grants and reporting requirements for organizations that receive grants. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: August 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Commissioner of Public Safety, Office of Chief Medical Examiner, Office of Attorney General, Maine Health Data Organization; hospitals.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Yes

CHAPTER XXX: SUICIDE MORTALITY REVIEW PANEL RULE 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 266 (10)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this new rule is to fulfill the Legislature’s directive within this new statute to implement rules on collecting information and data for the use of a standardized review tool, establish time frames for reviews, identify criteria for prioritizing cases involving individuals from vulnerable populations for case reviews, select and set panel member terms and standards to avoid conflicts of interest, procedures for using individual identifiable health information and the process of reviews.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: February 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Any individual in Maine who has lost a family member or friend to suicide or who has contemplated harm to themselves.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.




_________________________________________________________________
AGENCY UMBRELLA AND UNIT NUMBER: 10-144 and 10-148
AGENCY NAME: Office of Child and Family Services
AGENCY RULEMAKING CONTACT INFORMATION: Connor Kelley, Quality Assurance Specialist, Office of Child and Family Services, #11 State House Station, 2 Anthony Avenue, Augusta, ME 04333-0011. Telephone: (207) 624-7900. E-mail: connor.kelley@maine.gov 
 
EXPECTED RULEMAKING ACTIVITY - October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027:

10-144
CHAPTER 2: Community Services Block Grant Program
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapter 1477
· PURPOSE: These rules provide consistent statewide guidelines for the use of federal funds appropriated under the Community Services Block Grant Act of 1981, including funding and program requirements. These rules ensure consistency with the Community Opportunities, Accountability, and Training and Educational Services Human Services Reauthorization Act of 1998 (P.L. 105-285).
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Community Action Agencies that receive and distribute CSBG funding and individuals who receive support via these agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None Planned.

10-144
CHAPTER 5: Head Start Program Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 5 MRS, Chapter 1052-A
· PURPOSE: These rules outline the guidelines for operating state and local Head Start programs.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Planned.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: State and local Head Start Programs and their staff and the families these programs provide services too.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 6: Child Care Affordability Program Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapter 1052-A
· PURPOSE: These rules establishes, defines, and clarifies the primary responsibilities and processes for the planning and administration of childcare subsidies funded with the Child Care Development Fund. The Child Care and Development Fund (“CCDF”) Block Grant Act of 1990, as amended, 42 USC § 9858b (b)(1)(A), (the “Act”) requires the Lead Agency to “administer, directly, or through other governmental or non-governmental agencies” the funds received.  The regulations in 45 CFR 98.11 provide that, in addition to retaining “overall responsibilities” for the administration of the program, the Lead Agency must also (among other things) promulgate all rules and regulations governing the overall administration of the CCDF Program.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· [bookmark: _Hlk201155074]AFFECTED PARTIES: Parents in need of childcare services and assistance with obtaining and payment of those services; individuals who provide childcare services; and children who receive childcare services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 7: Rules for Authorization of Background Checks for Prospective Adoptive Parents
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 18-C MRS, Article 9
· PURPOSE: These rules provide for and describe the procedures for completion of background checks for prospective adoptive parents. These rules are designed to protect the health, safety, and wellbeing of children adopted in the State of Maine.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Child placing agencies, prospective adoptive parents, and children who are eligible for adoption in the State of Maine.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None Planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 10: Rules for Short-Term Emergency Care
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §3891-F
· PURPOSE: These rules previously outlined guidelines for providing immediate short-term emergency services to children who were “abused, neglected, or otherwise seriously endangered, or a runaway,” that were in need of emergency services and resources.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Since the authorizing statute was repealed, there will be no effects from repealing these rules.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 12: Rules for Permanency Guardianship
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapter 1071
· PURPOSE: These rules set forth eligibility requirements and guidelines for permanency guardianship assistance to eligible families, including the terms of the agreement between the family and the state.  
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children in the State’s custody and caregivers who are or will become engaged in permanent guardianship of a child in the State’s custody.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 13: Rules for the Adoption Assistance Program
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 18-C MRS, Article 9
· PURPOSE: These rules establish the eligibility requirements for adoption assistance available to adoptive families and outline the terms of the agreement between the adoptive family and the State.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children in the State’s custody and caregivers who have or will adopt a child from the State’s custody.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 14: Rules for Levels of Care for Foster Homes
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §4062
· PURPOSE: These rules describe the procedures, requirements, and rates for the Office of Child and Family Services’ levels of care system. This system provides for placement of children in state custody in the appropriate setting based on their medical and behavioral health needs, as well as ensuring appropriate reimbursement to resource parents for the cost of caring for children based on their needs. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children in care, individuals who care for children in foster care, and therapeutic foster care agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None Planned.

10-148
CHAPTERS 15 and 16: Rules for the Licensing of Family Foster Homes* for Children and Rules Providing for the Licensing of Specialized Children’s Foster Homes* (*Planned name change to Resource Homes)
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §8102
· PURPOSE: These rules describe the procedures and requirements for licensing of resource families providing for care of children in state custody.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children in care, individuals who care for children in foster care, treatment foster care agencies, and kinship families.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None Planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 17: Rules for Licensing of Family Foster Homes Providing Respite Care for Children
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapter 1669
· PURPOSE: These rules describe the procedures and standards for licensing of family foster homes that provide only respite care for children in the State’s custody.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children in the State’s custody and caregivers who have provide respite care for children in the State’s custody.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 19: Rules Providing for Licensing of Child Placing Agencies With and Without Adoption Programs, including Addendum, Home Certification Process
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapter 1671
· PURPOSE: These rules provide the requirements for the Department’s licensing of child placing agencies, including the criteria for denying, revoking, or suspending such a license. These rules govern operation of child placing agencies including the organization and administration, personnel, and standards utilized by the agency, as well as ensuring confidentiality of records.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Child placing agencies and the members of the public who interact with these agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 19-A: Rules for the Licensure of Private Non-medical Institutions-Child Placing Agencies With and Without Adoption Programs
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapter 1671
· PURPOSE: These rules provide the requirements for the Department’s licensing of child placing agencies, including the criteria for denying, revoking, or suspending such a license. These rules govern operation of child placing agencies including the organization and administration, personnel, and standards utilized by the agency, as well as ensuring confidentiality of records.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Child placing agencies and the members of the public who interact with these agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 20: Rules for Licensing of Child Placing Agencies With Only Respite Care Programs
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §8202
· PURPOSE: These rules outline the licensing requirements of the department for child placing agencies limited to placing for respite care only.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Child placing agencies and the members of the public who interact with these agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 21: Rules for the Provision of Payments for Residential Programs Serving Children
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapters 855 & 1071.
· PURPOSE: These rules outline reimbursement methods and requirements for room and board payments from available funds to residential programs serving children.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Residential programs that serve children, children in state custody being served by residential programs, and the members of the public that interact with these residential programs.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 22: Safe Haven Baby Boxes
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapter 1071.
· PURPOSE: These rules outline the guidelines for the safe installation and use of safe haven baby boxes at qualifying safe haven provider locations before they are put into service.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Safe haven providers that plan to install and use safe haven baby boxes, members of the public that may utilize the boxes, and infants that may be relinquished.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 24: Rules on the Disclosure of HIV Status Information on a Child in the Custody of the Department of Human Services
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS, Chapter 1071.
· PURPOSE: These rules govern the disclosure of HIV test results for a child in the legal custody of the Department of Health and Human Services.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children, parents/guardians, resource parents, and other caregivers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 30: Early Childhood Educator Workforce Salary Supplement System Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS, Chapter 1052-A.
· PURPOSE: This rule governs the administration of salary supplements to early childhood educators who provide direct services to children in a childcare facility licensed under 22 M.R.S. § 8301-A (2) or a family childcare provider licensed under 22 M.R.S. § 8301-A (3).
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Childcare facilities and their educators, family childcare providers, and the children that are served by these providers.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 31: Quality Rating and Improvement System: Rising Stars for ME
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS, §8302-A
· PURPOSE: This rule governs Maine’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) for recognizing early childhood education and care programs that provide quality care, encourage program owners to increase their level of quality, and provide parents with identifiable standards of quality.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: All licensed family childcare providers, childcare facilities, out-of-school programs, and Head Start programs. Additionally, all license-exempt childcare providers participating in the Child Care Affordability Program (CCAP), excluding relative childcare providers. Finally, all license-exempt non-relative programs and recreation programs.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148 
CHAPTER 32: Child Care Facility Licensing Rules – Child Care Centers, Nursery Schools, Small Child Care Facilities, Other Programs
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §8302-A
· PURPOSE: These rules provide the requirements for the Department’s licensing of childcare providers.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Licensed childcare providers and their staff.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148 
CHAPTER 33: Family Child Care Provider Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §8302-A
· PURPOSE: These rules provide the requirements for family childcare providers in the state.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Family childcare providers and the children they care for.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148 
CHAPTER 34: Child Care Provider (Child Care Facilities and Family Child Care Providers) Background Check Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §8302-A
· PURPOSE: This rule governs the comprehensive background checks required for licensed childcare providers.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Licensed childcare providers and their staff.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148 
CHAPTER 35: Children’s Residential Care Facilities Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS Chapter 1661, 1663, 1669.
· PURPOSE: This rule governs the licensing of children’s residential care facilities in Maine to protect the health, safety, and welfare of residents.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children’s residential care providers, parents/guardians, recipients of services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
Chapter 37: Emergency Children’s Shelter, Shelter for Homeless Children, and Transitional Living Programs that are Children’s Homes Licensing Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 4099-E, 4099-G, 7802(7)
· PURPOSE: This rule governs emergency children’s shelters, shelter for homeless children, and transitional living programs that are definitionally “Children’s Homes” in the State of Maine
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Homeless children, emergency children’s shelters, shelters for homeless children, and transitional living programs that are “Children’s Homes.”
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 50: Voluntary Service Agreements Pursuant to 22 MRSA Sec. 4004-A
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §4004-A
· PURPOSE: This rule establishes guidelines, if certain conditions are met under 22 MRS §4004-A (1), for the department and a custodian to enter into an agreement in which the custodian may retain custody of a child while the department provides services to that child.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None Anticipated.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children and families with Child Protective Services involvement.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148 
CHAPTER 201: Procedures for the Abuse or Neglect Substantiation Process, for Appeals for Persons Substantiated as Perpetrators of Abuse or Neglect of Children, and Appeals for Denial of Access to Confidential Records
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §4004.
· PURPOSE: These rules outline procedures to govern the substantiation/indicated process, and to notify and provide an appeal to persons who have been substantiated or indicated by the Department of Health and Human Services as having abused or neglected a child or children. In addition, this rule provides an appeal process for individuals denied access to their confidential child protective records.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals found to be substantiated or indicated for abuse of children, families and children affected by abuse, and individuals seeking access to their confidential child protective records.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 202: Child Protective Central Case Record Research Fee
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS §4008 (6)
· PURPOSE: This rule establishes the fee required to be paid to the department for record research to determine if a person has been substantiated in a Child Protective Case in the State of Maine.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals and organizations seeking disclosure of whether a person has been substantiated in a Child Protective Case in the State of Maine.
· CONSESNSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 577: Alumni Transition Grant Program Rules
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §4010-C.
· PURPOSE: These rules govern the implementation and operation of the transition grant program which provides support to individuals who exited the Department’s custody and who are enrolled in a postsecondary educational program. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals who were previously in the Department’s custody and who exited the voluntary extended care program due to their age.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
NEW RULES ANTICIPATED

10-148
Chapter 4: Direct Contracts with Child Care Providers
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS, Chapter 1052-A
· PURPOSE: This rule establishes the process for the department’s entering into direct contracts with providers of childcare to provide childcare slots for children under 3 years of age, children with disabilities, children in underserved geographic areas, and other categories of children based on priorities identified by the department.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Childcare facilities that enter into direct contracts with the department, parents in need of childcare services and assistance with obtaining and payment of those services, and eligible children who receive childcare services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
CHAPTER 16A: Rules Providing for the Licensing of Kinship Resource Homes for Children
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS §8102
· PURPOSE: These rules describe the procedures and requirements for licensing of kinship resource families providing for the care of children in state custody.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Children in care, kinship resource parents who care for children in foster care, and therapeutic foster care agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
Chapter 23: Practice and Reporting Requirements Involving Substance Exposed Infants
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS, Chapter 1071
· PURPOSE: Establishes the process for health care providers to identify an infant affected by their parent’s substance use, how health care providers shall notify the department in these circumstances, and the department’s response to such notifications.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals and entities subject to notification, report, or investigation when an infant is determined to be affected by their parent’s substance use.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
Chapter 38: Child Placing Agencies Licensing Rule *(Chapters 19 & 19A to be repealed and replaced with this chapter)*
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRS, Chapter 1671
· PURPOSE: These rules provide the requirements for the Department’s licensing of child placing agencies, including the criteria for denying, revoking, or suspending such a license. These rules govern operation of child placing agencies including the organization and administration, personnel, and standards utilized by the agency, as well as ensuring confidentiality of records.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Child placing agencies and the members of the public who interact with these agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

10-148
Chapter 200: Investigation of Out-of-Home Abuse and/or Neglect Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 MRS, Chapter 1674 
· PURPOSE: Implements the provisions of 22 MRS Chapter 1674 regarding the investigation of alleged incidents of child abuse and neglect in out of home settings. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: FY 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals and entities subject to investigation. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None planned.

______________________________________________________________________________

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 14-118, 14-193, 10-148, 14-472, 14-144
AGENCY NAME: Office of Behavioral Health Services (formerly Office of Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services); Children’s Behavioral Health Services (formerly under the Office of Child and Family Services)
CONTACT PERSON: Danielle Hess, Policy, Communications, and Compliance Manager. #11 State House Station, 41 Anthony Avenue, Augusta, Maine, 04333-0011; (207) 441-8496; Danielle.Hess@maine.gov  

EXPECTED RULEMAKING ACTIVITY - October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027:

EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None.
Office of Behavioral Health Rules (14-118 and 14-193)
14-193, Chapter 1: Rights of Recipients of Mental Health Services 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A. § 3003 
· PURPOSE: These rules govern the rights of recipients of mental health services. The rules set the framework for interaction with the Department and the process by which adult consumers receive services. These rules will be amended to comply with state and federal changes; to update policy, definitions, and references; and to implement changes in treatments, services, and regulations, as necessary.  
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Provisional adoption anticipated in 2027-2028; full adoption contingent on legislative action.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other state agencies, providers, advocates, and adult individuals who receive mental health services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated. 

14-193, Chapter 4: Rules for Board Representation at Community Mental Health Programs 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A. § 3603 
· PURPOSE: These rules assure representation on the boards of directors of community mental health programs principally funded by the department from area affiliates of Maine Alliance for Addiction and Mental Health Services or similarly organized mental health consumer organizations. The legislative intent was to require a consumer voice and consumer vote in the policy deliberations of agencies receiving substantial public funding which, because of the amount and type of their services, make a major impact on the lives of consumers of mental health services and their families.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated.  
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Community mental health programs, providers, individuals with mental illness, and mental health consumer organizations.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-193, Chapter 40: Review of Requests for Specialized Out-of-State Mental Health Treatment 
for adults 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A § 3003
· PURPOSE: This rule will be reviewed for amendment or inclusion into relevant rule(s) to comply with other state and federal changes and exemptions to covered treatment and available funding. It serves to ensure out-of-state treatment has a well-defined process for preauthorization based on medical necessity, best clinical practice, available funding, and cost-effectiveness. The primary goal is to ensure the process is outlined and applicable to all individuals seeking mental health treatment subject to their eligibility under such proposed amendments or restructuring. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals with mental illness, Office of MaineCare Services, providers, other state agencies, out-of-state agencies and providers. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-118, Chapter 1: Rules Governing Grants and Purchase of Service Agreements
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 42
· PURPOSE: These rules set forth regulations for obtaining funds from the State of Maine under the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation Act of 1970 and the Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: State, regional, and local public and private non-profit agencies and organizations that participate in programs under the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol Prevent, Treatment, and Rehabilitation Act of 1970 and the Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972. Agencies and entities assisting individuals with a history of alcohol or drug abuse, high-risk persons as defined in the Maine State Plan for Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services, and others seeking funds, grants, or purchase agreements or funding covered under the rule. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-118, Chapter 2, Driver Education and Evaluation Program Procedure Manual 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 5 M.R.S.A. § 20005, 5 M.R.S.A. § 20073-B 
· PURPOSE: These rules govern the Driver Education and Evaluation Program (DEEP) Procedures. They set forth the framework of how the system should function as well as the requirements for both consumers and providers. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Community-based service providers and individuals with OUI adjudications.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-118, Chapter 3, Request for Proposal Policies 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 5 M.R.S.A. § 1831, 5 M.R.S.A. §20005
· PURPOSE: This rule sets forth procedures by which services are purchased, or by which grants or contracts are awarded. It further sets forth policies intended to formally announce the availability of funds to purchase a service, ensure equal opportunity to all prospective respondents, allow for public review of decisions and a mechanism for questioning the decision, and achieve a cost-effective and timely fund award process. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Entities and organizations seeking to respond to Department requests for proposals and/or seeking funding and contract awards for services performed by the Office of Behavioral Health. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-118, Chapter 11, Rules Governing the Controlled Substances Prescription Monitoring 
Program and Prescription of Opioid Medications 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 7252 
· PURPOSE: These rules implement the controlled substances prescription monitoring program, established by the legislature to promote public health and welfare and to detect and prevent substance abuse. These rules also implement requirements for the prescription of opioid medications. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Prescribers, providers, dispensers (pharmacies), other healthcare professionals, including veterinarians.  
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-118, Chapter 19: Rules Governing Community-Based Overdose Prevention Programs 
·  STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 2353
· PURPOSE: This rule describes policies and procedures related to the establishment of overdose prevention programs and the storage, dispensing, and distribution of naloxone hydrochloride in community-based agency settings. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Community-based service providers, healthcare professionals, individuals with substance use disorders, and other state agencies. 
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-118, Chapter 20: Housing First Program Administrative Responsibility Rule
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A. § 20-A
· PURPOSE: This joint rule between the Department of Health and Human Services and Maine State Housing Authority sets forth each agency’s responsibilities in administering the Housing First Program, including the facilitation of support and stabilization services, funding, technical assistance, and other requirements. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: None anticipated.   
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Unhoused individuals, chronically homeless, individuals with mental and behavioral health care needs, other state offices and agencies, providers, housing developers, and similar organizations, entities, or individuals.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

New Rules Anticipated (Office of Behavioral Health)

14-118, Chapter [xx]: Rules Governing the Bridging Rental Assistance Program (New)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A. § 3011
· PURPOSE: This rule establishes a procedure by which adults with serious mental illness and co-occurring substance use disorder may gain access to transitional housing rental assistance in addition to minimum protocols for program administration, including but not limited to applicant eligibility, standards, and related administrative requirements. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined with potential adoption in 2027-2028 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers and individuals with mental illness.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-118, Chapter [xx]: Rules Governing the Certification of Recovery Residences (New) 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 5 M.R.S.A. § 20005 
· PURPOSE: This rule establishes criteria for the certification of recovery residences. The criteria will be based on criteria developed by a nationally recognized organization that supports persons recovering from substance use disorder and certification will be voluntary.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined with potential adoption in 2027-2028.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other state agencies, providers, recovery residence operators, and individuals who receive substance use disorder and recovery services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.


14-118, Chapter [xx], Crisis Receiving Centers (New)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A. § 3613
· PURPOSE: This rule establishes criteria for crisis receiving centers to provide walk-in support and crisis services to individuals experiencing behavioral health, mental health, and/or substance use challenges through culturally sensitive and trauma-informed practices. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers, other state offices and agencies, individuals in need of mental and behavioral health care services, individuals in acute crisis.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

Children’s Behavioral Health Services Rules (10-148, 14-472, and 14-144)

14-472, Chapter 1: Rights of Recipients of Mental Health Services Who Are Children in Need of 
Treatment
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A. § 3003, 34-B M.R.S.A. § 15002
· PURPOSE: These rules govern the rights of recipients of mental health services. The rules set the framework for interaction with the Department and the process by which consumers who are children receive services. These rules will be amended to comply with state and federal changes; to update policy, definitions, and references; and to implement changes in services and regulations, as necessary. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Provisional adoption anticipated in 2028-2029; full adoption contingent on legislative action.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers of mental health services to children, children, family members of children.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-472, Chapter 2: Homebased Family Services Program Standards
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A. §6204 
· PURPOSE: This rule establishes standards for the provision of and licensing for homebased family services, including eligibility for admission to homebased family services, service plan requirements, personnel licensing and clinical supervision requirements, program administration, and establishment of a Steering Committee to provide program oversight. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined.  
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers of homebased family services to children, children receiving homebased family services, and the parents/caregivers of those children.   
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-472, Chapter 3: Regulations Governing Timeliness Standards for In-home Behavioral Health 
and Case Management Services Under Medicaid
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A. § 1203, 34-B M.R.S.A. § 15002
· PURPOSE: This rule implements the court-approved settlement agreement reached in Risinger v. Maine Department of Human Services and establishes timeliness standards for the provision of in-home behavioral health services under MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Sections 65.04-3(H) and 24.01-2, as well as for case management services under MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 13.12.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers and recipients of mental health services of children and adolescents, other state offices and agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-472, Chapter 4: Regulations to Establish a Sliding Fee Methodology for State Grant Funded 
Children’s Services 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S.A. § 1208
· PURPOSE: To set forth requirements for contracts with providers which require those providers to charge fees for certain grant funded services, primarily the Office of Child and Family Services’ respite program.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Providers of state grant funded children's services and the parents and children who utilize these services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

10-148, Chapter 21: Rules for the Provision of Payments for Residential Programs Serving 
Children 
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S.A § 4062
· PURPOSE: These rules provide for reimbursement for room and board for residential programs serving children at a standard rate within the available funds, to ensure that the payments are reasonable and consistently applied to like programs while meeting the needs of the children in the facility.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Agencies and businesses that provide residential care for children, children receiving residential services, parents of children receiving residential services.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-144, Chapter 2: Community Services Block Grant Program
· STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 M.R.S.A., Chapter 1477
· PURPOSE: These rules provide consistent statewide guidelines for the use of federal funds appropriated under the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Act of 1981, including funding and program requirements. These rules ensure consistency with the Community Opportunities, Accountability, and Training and Educational Services Human Services Reauthorization Act of 1998 (P.L. 105-285).
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Unspecified/to be determined. 
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Community action agencies that receive and distribute CSBG funding and individuals who receive support through these agencies.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Stakeholders will be consulted. 


AGENCY UMBRELLA AND UNIT NUMBER: 10-149 and 14-197
AGENCY NAME: Office of Aging and Disability Services, formerly two separate offices: the Office of Elder Services; and the Office of Adults with Cognitive and Physical Disability Services
AGENCY RULEMAKING CONTACT INFORMATION: Esther Miller, Policy & Program Development Manager; Office of Aging and Disability Services; #11 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0011; 207-441-8349; esther.miller@maine.gov


EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None

EXPECTED RULEMAKING ACTIVITY - October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027:

[bookmark: _Hlk167781712]10-149, Chapter 2, Section 2: Adult Protective Services Guardianship (New Policy)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1); 22 M.R.S. § 3470 et seq.; 34-B M.R.S. § 5604-A.
· PURPOSE: 10-149 CMR CHAPTER 5, section 15, the public guardianship/conservatorship rule, was last updated in 2007. Since that time, the structure of the program has changed warranting rule updates and the Maine probate code has been fully overhauled so the statutory references throughout the rule are no longer up to date. As a result, the rule requires substantial revisions. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults, and Incapacitated and Dependent Adults.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

10-149, Chapter 2, Section 1: Adult Protective Services System
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 3473(2)(D), 3493; 34-B M.R.S. § 5604-A (4)
· PURPOSE: 10-149 CMR ch 2, Section 1 was last updated April 2024.  Since that time, the Administration for Community Living has published its final rule 45 CFR Part 1324: Adult Protective Services Function and Grants Programs. As a result, 10-149 ch 2, Section 1 requires revision.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults, and Incapacitated and Dependent Adults.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk200530802]10-149, Chapter 5, Sections 1-76: Office of Elder Services [Office of Aging and Disability Services] Policy Manual
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 42(1); 22-A M.R.S. § 205; 22 M.R.S. §§ 342, 3493, 5106, 6108, 6203, 7303, 7312, 7853, 8602, and 9002; and 24 M.R.S. § 6214
· PURPOSE: These rules govern the operation of programs administered by the Office of Aging and Disability Services, including the State Unit on Aging programs (under the Older Americans Act), the long term supports and services system of care, as well as the Adult Protective Services unit. These rules will be proposed and amended to comply with state and federal changes, to update policy, and to implement changed services and regulations, as necessary.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: It is not possible to predict when changes will be made to these regulations because of the nature of this work. Federal regulation changes, state legislation, and state-initiated changes because of identified problems and budget considerations require the timely amendment or adoption of new rules over the course of the year.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

10-149, Chapter 4, Section _: Affordable Assisted Living Facilities (New Policy)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 5106
· PURPOSE: These rules establish minimum standards for the licensing of assisted living programs.  Assisted living services are the provisions by an assisted living program, either directly by the provider or indirectly through contracts with persons, entities or agencies, assistance with activities of daily living and instrumental activities of daily living, personal supervision, protection from environmental hazards, meals, diet care, care management and diversional or motivational activities.  Assisted living programs must be resident oriented and meet professional standards of quality.  The purpose of this Assisted Living Services rulemaking is to provide key terms used for assisted living services, eligibility requirements, duration and limitations of services, covered and non-covered services, policies and procedures, staffing requirements, responsibilities, and resident payment methodology.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk200530509]10-149, Chapter 3, Section 7: Legal Services for Older Adults, Office of Elder Services [Office of Aging and Disability Services] Policy Manual
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 5106(10), (11-A)
· PURPOSE: These rules govern the operation of legal services for older adults pursuant to the Older Americans Act. These rules are intended to provide important assistance for older adults in accessing long term services and supports options, as well as to protect older adults against direct challenges to their independence, choice, and financial security. These rules will be proposed to comply with state and federal changes, to update policy, and to implement changed services and regulations. This rule will replace the existing Chapter 5, Section 64, that is scheduled to be repealed.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: It is not possible to predict when changes will be made to these regulations because of the nature of this work. Federal regulation changes, state legislation, and state-initiated changes because of identified problems and budget considerations require the timely amendment or adoption of new rules over the course of the year.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk137816537]10-149, Chapter 3, Section _: Aging and Disability Resource Centers (New Policy)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 5106(10), (11-A)
· PURPOSE:  The purpose of this rule is to establish Maine’s Aging and Disability Resources Centers as part of the No Wrong Door System pursuant to the Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended through P.L. 116–131. This proposed rule aims to establish statewide programmatic and organizational standards to ensure consistent and reliable delivery of services provided by Aging and Disability Resources Centers. This proposed rule will also outline the process for designating Aging and Disability Resource Centers throughout Maine.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk137816572]10-149, Chapter 3, Section _: Medicare Beneficiary Education Program (New Policy)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 5106(10), (11-A)
· PURPOSE:  The purpose of this rule is to provide programmatic requirements for Maine’s State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP), Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP), and Medicare Improvement for Patients and Providers Act (MIPPA) federally funded programs. This proposed rule seeks to establish statewide programmatic standards and expectations of providers.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Spring 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

10-149, Chapter 3, Section _: Respite for ME (New Policy)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 
· PURPOSE:  P.L. 2025, CHAPTER 30 will require rulemaking to enact changes in how the Department administers funds for respite care and supplemental services for family caregivers and older relative caregivers, repealing the law that directs the Department to administer the Respite Care Fund and establishing the Respite for ME Program in its place.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk137816610]10-149, Chapter 3, Section _: Evidence-Based Health Promotion and Disease Prevention (New Policy)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 5106(10), (11-A)
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rule is to develop programmatic requirements on the delivery of Evidence-Based Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Services in Maine pursuant to Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended through P.L. 116–131.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk137816701]10-149, Chapter _, Section _: In Home Services for Older Individuals (New Policy)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 5106
· PURPOSE:  The purpose of this rule is to provide programmatic guidance on the delivery of Older Americans Act Funded In-Home Services in Maine as defined by Section 102(30) of the Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended through P.L. 116–131, and Federal program guidance.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Winter 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk137817171]10-149, Chapter _, Section _: Adult Day (New Policy)
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1), 5106
· PURPOSE:  The purpose of this rule is to provide programmatic guidance on the delivery of Older Americans Act Funded Adult Day Services in Maine pursuant to the Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended through P.L. 116–131, and Federal program guidance.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: End of 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk200530842][bookmark: _Hlk200532607]14-197, Chapter 5: Regulations Governing Behavioral Support, Modification and Management for People with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism in Maine
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 42(1); 34-B M.R.S. § 5201(9), and § 5601 et seq.
· PURPOSE: These regulations are designed to implement Maine law regarding the rights of persons with intellectual disabilities and autism spectrum disorder particularly when an individual is engaging in challenging behavior. These rules will be amended to comply with state and federal changes, to update policy, and to implement changed services and regulations, as necessary.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, and Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-197, Chapter 10: Certification Requirements for Agencies Seeking to Provide Community Based Targeted Case Management for Adults with Intellectual Disabilities and Autism
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 42(1); 22-A M.R.S. § 205; and 34-B M.R.S. §§ 5201, 5432 and 5465
· PURPOSE: These rules set out the requirements for certification for agencies seeking to provide community based targeted case management for adults with intellectual disorders or autism spectrum disorder. 
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: It is not possible to predict when changes will be made to these regulations because of the nature of this work. Federal regulation changes, state legislation, and state-initiated changes because of identified problems and budget considerations require the timely amendment or adoption of new rules over the course of the year.
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, and Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-197, Chapter 12: Reportable Events System
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 42(1); 34-B M.R.S. § 5604-A
· PURPOSE: This rule sets out the Department’s policy on reportable events and the investigation of allegations of abuse, neglect and exploitation of adults with intellectual disorders and autism spectrum disorder and the process for individuals appealing a substantiation of abuse, neglect and exploitation. These rules will be amended to comply with state and federal changes, to update policy, and to implement changed services and regulations, as necessary.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, and Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

14-197, Chapter 14: Brain Injury Resources for Underserved Populations, Including Opioid Overdose Brain Injury Survivors
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1),3088-A.
· PURPOSE: The purpose of the rule is to comply with P.L. 2019, CHAPTER 488, An Act to Strengthen Brain Injury Resources for Underserved Populations, Including Opioid Overdose Brain Injury Survivors. Within the limits of its available resources, the department may enter into contracts with organizations representing individuals with a brain injury and their families, bringing together state and national expertise to provide core brain injury support for underserved populations of individuals with an acquired brain injury, including, but not limited to, individuals who experienced an opioid drug overdose resulting in anoxic or hypoxic brain injury, who are veterans, who are victims of domestic violence, who are experiencing homelessness, who are ineligible for MaineCare and who have a newly acquired brain injury. For the purposes of this section, "core brain injury support" includes, but is not limited to, resource facilitation, brain injury support groups, outreach designed for individuals who have a newly acquired brain injury, access to a joint state and national helpline, information and resource education and family caregiver training. The department may adopt rules to implement this section.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: End of 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, and Persons with Acquired Brain Injuries receiving services from the Department.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

10-149, Chapter 5, Section _: Application Process to Deliver Home and Community Based Services to Eligible Individuals
· STATUTORY BASIS: 22 M.R.S. § 42, 34-B M.R.S. §§ 1203-B; 5605.
· PURPOSE: This rule implements requirements set in the MaineCare Benefits Manual and by the Division of Licensing and Certification (DLC) that providers of HCBS waiver services must be approved by the Office of Aging and Disability Services prior to being licensed by DLC or approved as MaineCare providers by the Office of MaineCare Services.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2026
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, and Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

10-149, Chapter 5, Section _: Quality Assurance and Quality Improvement Activities
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S. §5003-A
· PURPOSE: This rule establishes quality assurance and quality improvement activities for Developmental Disabilities and Brain Injury Services. The purpose of the rule is to define OADS authority, standards, and procedures for reviewing service quality, health and safety, rights protections, provider performance, person-centered planning implementation, and outcomes for people. This is recommended by the Office of the Attorney General.  The rule will describe the types of QA/QI activities OADS may conduct, including record reviews, provider monitoring and oversight, corrective action follow-up, and system-wide quality improvement initiatives. The rule will also establish expectations for documentation, notices, use of findings, timelines for corrective action, and the distinction between quality improvement activities and enforcement actions. This rule promotes consistency, transparency, accountability, and continuous improvement across OADS programs, while supporting the health, safety, rights, community inclusion, and satisfaction of people receiving services.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, and Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

10-149, Chapter 5, Section _: Family Support and Respite Funds
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S. §5003-A
· PURPOSE: This rule will govern Family Support Funds and respite funds for eligible individuals with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder and their families. The rule will create transparent and consistent standards for eligibility, allowable uses, application procedures, documentation requirements, approval and denial decisions, funding limits, and the relationship between these funds and other funding sources.  The rule will also recognize Family Support Funds as flexible, limited, last resort supports designed to help a family maintain and care for an eligible family member at home or support an eligible individual to remain in the housing option of their choosing. The rule will address respite as a covered family support when the person resides with unpaid natural support and the respite is necessary to reduce risk, prevent disruption, and allow the person to remain safely in the home. The rule will clarify that these funds may not duplicate MaineCare, Medicare, private insurance, waiver services, or provider obligations, and should require case management documentation showing the need is reflected in the person-centered plan and that other available resources have been explored. Establishing this rule will shift current program guidance into a formal, public rule that ensures fairness, consistent decision-making, family involvement, and clear appeal rights.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, and Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.

10-149, Chapter 5, Section _: Housing Support Funds
· STATUTORY BASIS: 34-B M.R.S. §5003-A
· PURPOSE: The purpose of this rule will be to govern OADS Housing Support Funds for eligible adults with intellectual disabilities, autism, acquired brain injury, or other qualifying developmental service needs. The rule will define the scope of housing-related assistance OADS may provide, including assistance intended to prevent homelessness, preserve tenancy, support transition to stable community housing, and address urgent housing-related needs that are not otherwise available through MaineCare, federal housing programs, local housing resources, or other funding sources. The rule will also establish eligibility criteria, allowable and non-allowable housing costs, application and documentation requirements, coordination with case management and person-centered planning, funding limits, priority criteria when funds are limited, decision timelines, denial reasons, grievance rights, and requirements to demonstrate that other housing subsidies or resources have been explored. The rule will also clarify the relationship between Housing Support Funds and Family Support Funds, including when an individual seeking rent or security deposit assistance should first apply for Housing Support Funds rather than Family Support Funds. This rule promotes statewide consistency, protects limited funds, reduces confusion for case managers and families, and supports OADS’ responsibility to help eligible individuals obtain and maintain safe, stable, community-based housing.
· SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2027
· AFFECTED PARTIES: Other State Agencies, Providers, and Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder.
· CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None anticipated.


